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Newsletters that Sizzle, Not Fizzle 



  Lori L. Jacobwith 

• 20+ years as a communication 
strategist & fundraising coach  

• Measurable: Helped 
organizations raise over $100 
million in last 10 years.  

• Impact: My work creates 
environments where people find 
ease in their work with, and their 
conversations about money.  
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What we’ll cover today 
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Thousands of messages barrage 

us every single day. 
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Your Brand 
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Standing out from the crowd 
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How do you communicate 
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Self Assessment 
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Sharing your message 
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Money moves toward boldness 

and clarity of communication 
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2 x 4 Rule 
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2 x 4 Rule 
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1. Segment  

2. Use at least 1 image per article 

3. Summarize everything 

4. Encourage feedback 

5. Use a neat template 

 
Source: 10 Tips for Amazing Email Newsletters 

 

Tips for effective enewsletters 
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1. Share in a compelling way, what 
you need additional funding for. 

2. Create a compelling “call to action.” 
 

Lori’s Laws for effective email 

and print newsletters 
 



Print versions 
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1. Color matters  

2. Readability of masthead is key 

3. Use a table of contents 

 
Source: Copywriting & Design Strategies for Better Donor Newsletter,  Lisa Sargent 

 

Tips for effective newsletters 
 



4. Fonts matter 

5. Use photos 

 
Source: Copywriting & Design Strategies for Better Donor Newsletter,  Lisa Sargent 

 

Tips for effective newsletters 
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Serif font v. Sanserif font   

 
 



6. Thank the reader  

7. Break up the copy 

8. Don’t be afraid of numbers 

9. Include inside info but not jargon 

10. Direct traffic to your website 

 
Source: Copywriting & Design Strategies for Better Donor Newsletter,  Lisa Sargent 

 

Tips for effective newsletters 
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Creating Art: The act of taking personal 
responsibility, challenging the status 
quo, and changing people. 



Resources & Links 

10 Tips for Amazing Email Newsletters   
from  Nourish, August 28, 2010  
http://www.nouri.sh/buzz/improving-your-click-through-rate/10-tips-for-amazing-email-
newsletters 

E-news that helps keep donors connected  (and giving) to your cause 
by Lisa Sargent, December 2010 
http://www.lisasargent.com/enews/LateAutumn10.htm 

One of the best enewsletters I’ve seen in awhile 
by Lori Jacobwith, “With”ism’s Blog: April 22, 2010  
http://lorijacobwith.com/2010/04/one-of-the-best-enewsletters-i%E2%80%99ve-seen-in-
awhile/ 
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Resources & Links 

Raising More Money with Newsletters Than You Ever Thought Possible    
by  Tom Ahern  
 

Nonprofit Newsletters: Are You Making These Mistakes? 
Pamela Grow , March 25, 2009 
http://www.pamelasgrantwritingblog.com/61/nonprofit-newsletters-%E2%80%93-are-you-
making-these-mistakes/ 
 

Newsletter Score Sheet 
by Linda Benedict   
http://www.fundsraiser.com/dec98/newsletter-score-sheet.html 
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Join Me 

Minnesota Council of Nonprofits Technology Conference 
Staying Sane with Social Media  
February 23 – 10:45 am  

Sustainable Fundraising Strategies – mini workshop 
March 8  
9 am to Noon 
 

Great session for engaging your board or any development  
& communications staff 
 

Register on events page: www.lorijacobwith.com 
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Upcoming Webinars 

Giving Your Organization a Competitive Edge 
Jenna Forner, Charities Review Council  
March 17 
 

What Your Video Says About You 
Dawn Mikkelson, Emergence Pictures 
April 21 

Master Coaching with Lori: Storytelling Sharing Your Mission 
Powerfully 
May 15 

X & Y. What does generation have to do with giving? 
Melissa S. Brown, former Giving USA editor 
June 16 
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Please answer a quick survey  

Thank you! 


