
United Way for Southeastern Michigan is inviting people and  
organizations with expertise, resources and passion to join us in 

Making Greater Detroit one of the top 
five places to live and work by 2030.

“We must have the courage to put a stake in the ground in our communities, to set  
audacious goals and to bet a great majority of people will join us.”

— Rick Harwood, Harwood Institute for Public Innovation

United Way 
for Southeastern Michigan

Public

Private Nonprofit

REGIONAL STATISTICS
A child born into a low-income home has only a 48% 
chance of educational success; that success rate drops 
to 10% by age 3 if that child isn’t stimulated through read-
ing and creative play. 

Only 50% of children register for kindergarten meeting 
‘ready to learn’ minimum standards.

Children  
prepared to  
enter school  
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REGIONAL STATISTICS
Over 30 schools in our region have high school dropout 
rates of 40% or greater. 

Analysts estimate that reducing the dropout rate by 50% 
could result in $145 million in increased earnings, $147 
million more in home sales, and $24 million in increased 
tax revenue. 

Moving high 
schools to  
graduate at  
least 80% of  

their students.

60%

< 40%

> 80%

2008        2013        2018

REGIONAL STATISTICS
At present, more than half of the population in the City of 
Detroit and nearly 40 percent of the population in the tri-
county area are living below 200 percent of the federal pov-
erty level. The poverty level for a family of four is $22,050.

Southeastern Michigan’s unemployment rate is above 12 
percent, with foreclosure filings nearly doubling in 2010.   

1.2 million families in the region are living paycheck to pay-
check with 600,000 of them living at or below the poverty level.

INCOME

Helping 19,000 families 
become financially stable 
by providing pathways to 
jobs, financial coaching 
and access to benefits.
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BASIC NEEDS: 
FOOD  
INITIATIVE

REGIONAL STATISTICS
In our community, 700,000 people are at risk of going 
hungry because current food programs only meet 80% of 
the need.

Today, 80% of food assistance to those in need is provided 
through a combination of federal programs, food distribu-
tion systems (pantries), and informal networks such as 
family and friends.  

40% of those eligible for the current benefit resources are 
not participating due to difficulties accessing the various 
food assistance programs.

Reducing hunger  
by over 50%.
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Early Childhood Education

Recent Successes
n  Last year United Way brought an additional 50,820 healthy meals to 5,609 households 

through a program designed to help individuals access fresh produce by providing matching 
resources for SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits used at farmers 
markets. 

n  United Way secured an additional $1.8 million in federal stimulus funds to double the  
impact of the Emergency Food and Shelter Program. The  
program serves 2.3 million meals, an increase of 1 million  
meals over the previous year.

What’s Next
n  Streamline the application process and increase utilization of 

school breakfast programs. 
n  Increase breakfast utilization in all United Way target school  

areas by ensuring food service access to children that qualify.
n  Advocate for the inclusion of SNAP funding at current levels  

in Federal Farm Bill as critical part of our efforts to close the 
hunger gap. 

High School Turnaround

Recent Successes
n  Launched a network of turnaround schools in 2008, transform-

ing failing area high schools into small, high-performing learning 
academies. In just one year, chronic absences at turnaround schools in Detroit dropped  
25 percent, dramatically reducing a decades-long trend and signaling a brighter future for 
hundreds of freshmen in those schools.

n  In 2010, United Way launched a second network of turnaround schools throughout the region. 

What’s Next
n  Ensure that the incoming freshmen class and returning sophomore class at existing  

turnaround high schools maintain a projected graduation rate of at least 80% by missing  
less than 20 days of school and not failing more than two core classes – two key research 
based factors. 

n  Expanding the network to support five additional schools transform their performance. 

Income

Recent Successes
n  United Way and its partners created the Center for Working Families (CWF) to help  

people over-come the cycle of poverty and achieve financial independence. Last year,  
1,800 families accessed workforce development, financial counseling, and income and  
benefit supports through CWF.  

n  More than 24,000 individuals had $26 million returned in Earned 
Income Tax Credits during the 2010 tax season through assistance 
provided by United Way. 

Basic Needs

Income Education

Stable  
Families and  

Youth Prepared  
for Careers

What’s Next
n  Provide 3,000 individuals with pathways to self-sufficiency through 

CWF and The Detroit Fund for Workforce Solutions.  

n  Expand CWF to include three new centers in Detroit and outer 
Wayne.

Basic Needs

Recent Successes
n  Last year United Way brought an additional 50,820 healthy meals 

to 5,609 households through a program designed to help individu-
als access fresh produce by providing matching resources for 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits used 
at farmers markets. 

n  United Way secured an additional $1.8 million in federal stimulus 
funds to double the impact of the Emergency Food and Shelter 
Program. The program serves 2.3 million meals, an increase of  
1 million meals over the previous year.

What’s Next
n  Streamline the application process and increase utilization of school breakfast programs. 
n  Increase breakfast utilization in all United Way target school areas by ensuring food service 

access to children that qualify. 
n  Advocate for the inclusion of SNAP funding at current levels in Federal Farm Bill as critical 

part of our efforts to close the hunger gap.


